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@ TITLE-PAGES OF FOUR 
EARLY BOOKS IN ENGLISH 
RELATING TO ENGRAVING 


ALSO 


THE PAGES THEREIN WHICH CONTAIN 
THE SECTIONS ON ENGRAVING 
AND 
PRINTING FROM ENGRAVED PLATES 
ALSO 
THE EARLIEST ILLUSTRATION IN AN 
ENGLISH BOOK OF AN ENGRAVING 
INSTRUMENT 


ie 


LONDON: PRIVATELY PRINTED AT 
THE CHISWICK PRESS 
1916 


The thyrde and last 
parte of the Secretes of the reue- 
rende Maister Alexis of Piemont . . . 
. . . Englished by 
Wylliam Warde... 
1566 


A profitable boke 
. taken ovt of Dvtche and 
englished by L. M... . 
1583 
and 1605 


The 
Jewell House of Art 


and Nature 
... by Hugh Platte . . 
1594 


A 
BOOKE of Secrets 
. . . Translated out of Dutch 
into English, by W. P.. . . 
1596 


N 1911 I had twenty copies printed of a 
little pamphlet with the following title: 
TITLE-PAGES OF THE | TWO EAR- 


LIEST BOOKS IN | THE ENGLISH LAN- 
GUAGE | RELATING TO ENGRAVING| ALSO] 
THE PAGES THEREIN WHICH | CONTAIN 
SECTIONS ON ENGRAVING | AND THE 
TITLE-PAGE OF ANOTHER| EDITION OF 
THE FIRST | OF THESE BOOKS | LONDON: 
PRIVATELY PRINTED AT | THE CHISWICK 
PRESS | Igi1 


In this present pamphlet I have reprinted the 
contents of the above, and have mentioned two other 
books. No longer do I claim that they are the earliest 
English books relating to engraving, but merely that 
they are early, as it is very possible that others exist 
which are still earlier of which I have no knowledge. 

I do not attempt to give bibliographical details, 
but in each case I first reproduce the title-page, and 
the pages containing the sections on engraving, and 
then add a few comments. As these references to 
engraving are all prior to 1600, they are of the 


greatest interest to students of the bibliography of 
that subject. 

I have also reproduced, from The Mysteryes of 
Natvre and Art, by J[ohn] B[ate], London 1634, an 
illustration of an engraving tool, which is the earliest 
(so far as I know) appearing in an English book. 

I have had thirty copies printed for private distri- 
bution, of which this is No. . 49." 

H, C. LEVIS. 

April 1916. 

40 EGERTON GARDENS, 
Lonpon, S.W. 


Thethyrdcandlak 


parte of the Secretes of the rene: 
rende Waikker Pleris of Wiemont, bp 
him colleéted out of divers excellent Au- 
thozs, with aneceflarp Cable in the 
ende,contayning all the mat- 
Sets treated of in 
Sent worke. Englifbed B 


Wytham Warde: 


5 ADE ANEED alt 
0 NE ah Se hee GEN 
, sy oS WN 
f TS, Yo 7a NS 


ey ha 


pon bp Benrp Denbam , foz 
Fobn Ga pghe, 


of Secretes. 53 


pouder:then take of the fame pouder thee partes ,anvone 
pact of the metall ane melt it. 


An other vpon Braffe. al 

Bi fale fantped. Lartre, Saltpeter, Axinigia vitri, 
athes of Wines,o2 Les of wyne,quicke i pme:dpake 
al this in pouver , and laye tt bpow she place that pou 

{vill foder. 

For to graue in Yron or Steele , knyues 
and harneffe, 

‘eae one part of coales made of bpzch, fap tivo parts 
of Witrtall, with as much fale armontack: Lhen ape 
all together with Winegre, bneil it be lpbe Onto a fore 

bowe 02 pate. Now when pou will graue it in pzon 02 os 

ther things, make firit the defcription o2 figures that por 
twill grane , and that with Wermlion mprte toith ople of 

Line, and tet it be deped,and aftertvarde couer'tt wu the 

Saive fubffaunce the thickeneffe of a finger,the twhiche the 

boter it ts laped bpoiit, the foner it will be done , but 

pou mutt take bede pou burne it not. And when tt is well 
dpe, take alway the (aide pouder,and tuath tell the gras 

ning. Aifofome take two partes of Spanihe greene, 02 

one parte of comon falte, and tn fampiig tt in fome moze 

ter, thep put co it fome ftrong Wine gre,and thet do it,as 

(s afozelaide. Lake alfo Uitrioll, Alom,Salte, Vinegre, 

coales of Bpzche,and do as before. 


To graue vvith wvater. 


fice Spanithe greene called Wierdet, quicke Sfluer, 
Sublime, Wierioll,and Alome of eche equally , Tape 
tocli all together, and put it ina glafle, leaning tt fo 
balfe a dape,firring tt oftentymes : Zben make pour dee 
{cripiton o2 figures as pou twill , with Ware o2 Arcifictall 
Deve and Dyle of Lyne mprte together , oz Wermilion 
mirt twith Dple of Lpne, then annopnite it with that toas 
ter,and let italone fo the fpace of a bape : Wut ifpou twpll 
Hane pour defcription berp deepe graned, leane it fo fats 
diig 


The firft Booke 


ding longer. 
Gut if cag fill engrane writings 07 Amages , pou Halt 
make a ground of Mare, where bnto pou thal make pour 
pefcripcton with the point of a badker euent to the betome. 
hen poure the water bpon tt tobich water till engraue 
ft. D2 elfe you map lap opon pour. defcription made as bee 
foze (s faide,fome Marcurium fublimatum , and then call 
fome god Uinegre bpon it, andlette it alone fo halfe an 
Houre. 
Another ftronger and More bytyng, 
Ake a quarter of arbnce of Spanith greene,Alumen 
B rnbbys Armoniacke, Lartre, common Salte, 
of eche a quarter of an duce, all bettig well fampte € 
mirt With Trdg Winegre,leaue it fo the fpace of an boure. 
And tf powrtvpll that pour delcription be highe o2 rapfeo 
bp Waite it with artificiall Deve and Dple of Upne, bays 
ed and mingled together ; and let it dzie tell: Zhen heat 
the Caide tater in a panne leaded twithin ,letting it alone 
opon the fpre . hen take pour feele and holde it over the 
fade panne, dpon the tobich pon thal poure of the faid tas 
ter twith a (pone ¢ fo water toil fal againe into the panne 
and there thalbe nothing loft. Do thus the (pace of a quate 
ter of an boure,but let not the water be to bote, lcatt that 
the Dple which was mirt toith the Uern( go not out. 
his done , tubbe ouer the fatde fubtfances toith atbes oz 
quicke Lpme, and then hall pou fpnde that tohiche before 
Was annopnted , whole and bighe , and the orber engra- 
hed. 
To makea colour of golde or filuer lay vponto 
metalljand to make alfoa ground 
of golde or fyluer vpon yron, 
Belles or Stones, vvhich 
thall not go of vvith 
vvater. 
T Ake one part of Deve, the feconde parte of Minium, 
the fourth part of Sole armenicke,and as much Aqua 
; vite 


OWNDES, in his Bibliographer's Manual of English 
Literature(Bohn edition),refers to this book as follows: 


Alexis of Piedmont. The Secrets, in Four Parts, translated 
by William Warde, London, H. Bynneman, 1568. 4to. 

Black letter. This work, which has been translated 
and published in every European language, is by Haller 
attributed to Hieronymo Rosello. 

Reprinted 1595 and 1615. 

The following is a list of the separate editions of the 
four parts: 

Part I. 1559, 1562, 1563, 1569, 1580. 

Part II. 1563, n. d., 1567, 1580. 

Part III. 1566, 1578. 

Part IV. 1569, 1578. (Translated by Rich. Ambrose.) 


At the Hodgkin sale at Sotheby’s (12 May 1914), item 29 
was the First Part (six books) 1558: “Imprinted by John 
Kingstone for Nicolas Inglande dwelling in Poules Church- 
yarde.” This is one year earlier than the first edition men- 
tioned by Lowndes. This edition is mentioned by Ames. 

I have also seen an edition of the first part dated 1568. 

My copies of the first and second parts are dated 1562 
and 1563 respectively, while the third part, the title-page, 
etc., of which I have reproduced, was issued in 1566. This 
is seventeen years earlier than the earliest English book on 
engraving of which I have heretofore seen any notice. It 
will be observed that the section at the top of the second 
page reproduced, accurately describes the art of etching, 
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ene, 


A profitable boke 


declaring dyuers approoued res 
medies,to take out {pottes and ftaines, in Silkes, 
CVeluets,Linnnen and Woollen 
clothes, 


With diners colours how to dieUVel- 


vets and Silkes, Linnen and Woollen, Fuftian 
and T hreade. 


Alfo to drefle Leather, and to co: 
lour Felles, How to Gylde,Graue, Sowder,and Ver- 
nithe. And to harden and make fotte 
Yron and Steele, 

Ulery neceffarie fox all men, Cpectallpe fox thole 
Which hath or fhall haue any doinges therein : with 
aperfite table herevnto, tofynde all 
thinges readye, not the like renealde 
in ps“ hereto. 
ore, 


TAKEN OVT OF DVTCHE, 
and englifhed by LZ, e4, 


qFmprinted at London by Thomas 
Purfoote, and William Pounfonbic. 
i Aaa 


aw ee ar re 


A way to graue on yron or fteele,or other kynde 
of weapons, 


Cake cole ofa willo o2 fallo,two partes of Citriol og 
Copares,two parts of Salarmoniac,woprke anv beate all 
thele cogether well with Tiineger,and make it chick like 
broth, anv when pe will eate oz graue any thing withall, 
Draw fir thereon with this thing following. Cake Vere 
milion, ¢ linfcede ople mirt all tonether,then opp it, ¢ tale 
it ouee with pour paft a finwer thick op moze,and the war 
met it fs,che fooner it will graue and eate, but {eetoo it, 
it burne not,and when itis nyoe well, voeoffthefapne 
poulver,and cleanle che cafting out, then take two partes 
of fpanith greene,calve vervigreace anda part of falt,the 
beat them together ina mopter,and put wnte it rong bt- 
neger,and do as it is abouefapoe,o2 take Titriol,Atlum, 
fale, Lapis calampnaris, viniger,and fallo cole,and make 
itasthe other afozefapn,oz cake tivo parts of vitriol,anda 
third part of falarmoniac,and grind them wel al together 
ona fone with bingo; pifle,thenlape it onasit isaloze- 


Fo0i.77 
fayve,but pe mufflay it colvon, and fet it then foure of 


fiue bowers ina Celler,oz low coole place, foz it wil be che 
beuter, 


A water to eate or graue on yron or fteele. 


Take of berdigreace,of Petcurp Cublyme,of vitriol,c of 
Alium,of ech alike,chen beat them final,¢ (0 puc te tuto a 
glaile,to let it Gand halfaday,¢ Epr it often,then Mrike rt 
al ouer with war,oz pealow lead, mire with Ipn{een ople, 
02 liifen {mout,fo cat in Dutche,and trike thereon with p 
water in p glaffe, elec it Hand halfa dap, but if pe write op 
lap chin that the water may eate it the fooner, which pee 
fhal couer al the pron 02 fecle thin with war,and to Dpalu 
theron what pe lit with apentil in che war, onto p grofe, 
then ftrike pour water al ouersand fo ft thal eateon pour 
Grauen places,o2 lap theron Mercury (ublimaté iu pour 
Gtauen places,and put therebnto vineger,and fo lec it re 
balf an bower after,and it wildo wel. 


Another water to eateon yron orftecele 
more ftronger. 


Sake anounce of erdigreace,balfe an ounce of Alum 
Plumofum,and half an ounce of Salarmoniac, as much 
of wyneftone,and balfe an ounce of Ditriol, anv as muche 
of common falt,let al be final beaten, ¢ fo put together, ¢ 
put thereto of harpe biniger.¢ fo let tf Rand an houre,any 
luhen to graueo; cate anp thing therwith, itimuft be firkt 
graut,t pe thal twpite with Liifen fmout,o) pelow colour, 
thentlet it vppe,and then make pour fopefapoe water bote 
sna leaded panne,and let it Tanve over the fpze, and holn 
pour pron and Mleele quer the panne, and poure of that hot 
mater thereon with alavle,that the reft map fall agapne 
into the fozefappe panne, thus multe pee doe fill a qoop 

quarter 


Fol.78, q 


quarter ofan houre,@ this voing,thé take athes 02 onilece 
ipme ¢rub te,¢looke of that pe would haue eaten, itit be 
Clean oz uot, if not,vrato it agapn with pour pelo matters¢ 
then poure on pour {aid water,and fo pe Mal baue it wel. 


To lay gold ypon yron or other mettall. 


Wake ofliquiv varnith.i.Pi.of Curpentine auv opie of line 
feed, of ech t.ounce,then mir thé wel alcogether,and fo re- 
ferue ét,on this ground pe map gild ypon any meccall. 


Another way to gild on yron, 


Take of bolearmontac,¢ white gime,of ech one ounce, 
thé put tt into a pot of earth wel leaned, ¢ let tt-feeth thers 
in foftlp with a fpze of coles,¢ puc therin two ofices of line 
feed ople.¢ whé it both rope like athread.it is then a figne 
it is pnough fon, with which pe mape vfeto aploe asisa- 
foze veclared, by thele anv fuch practi(esin mettals, pee 
map finve out the like of other hereafter. 


Awater tg eat on mettals, 


Wake an ounce of Salepeter,an ounce of coperofe,beat 
them together and put them into a double glaffe,enittill 
a water thereof. thentake pelowdy ren war,and {ppeade it 
thin as paper on what mertell poe will, o2 weapon, chen 
Dzatw theron co the ground with a penfil of Recte o: ocher, 
then allto trike it ouer the dpawne places with the fapoe 
water diftyla fo lec ic remapne triiu.houres,tobich water 
will eat on pour promos Meete fuffictently. The like wape 
pe map doe withother {opt of mettals, 

ott, 
Finis. 
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A 
PROFITABLE 


| Booke, declaring divers approo- 
ued Remedies, to take out fpots 


| and flaines in Silkes, Veluets, Linnen 
| and Woollen Clothes: 


With diuers Colours how to die 


Veluets and Silkes, Linnen and Woollen, 
Fuftian and Thread: 


eAYoto dreffe Leather, and to colour 
Feiles. Howtoguild grane fowder,and Ver- 
nifh Andtoharden and make [oft 
Yron and Steele. 

Verie neceflarie for all men, fpecially for thofe 
which haue or (hall haue any doing therein: with 
aperfect Tabh hereunto tofinde all thinges ream 
die, not the like reuealedin Eng- 

life heretofore. 


Taken out of Datch and Englifhed by L. M. 


Coe 


Imprinted at London by Thomas 


urfoot, dwelling within thenew 
Rents nS Nicholas Shambles. 16 05. 
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HESE pages from A profitable boke were reproduced 
in the pamphlet which I first herein refer to, and also 
in my Descriptive Bibliography, published by Messrs. Ellis 
in 1912. Until I discovered the sections in A/exzs, this was 
the earliest English book on engraving of which I had any 
knowledge. Joseph Ames, in his 7ypographical Antiquities 
(1749), mentions this book and states that it was reprinted 
in 1588, with the art of limning, etc., but I have not been 
able to find a copy with this date. Herbert, in his edition 
of Ames, also mentions this edition of 1588 and one of 
1596. A copy of the latter is in the Cambridge University 
Library (No. 1378 in C. Sayle’s catalogue of English books 
to 1640, in this library. “Imprinted at London by Thomas] 
Purfoot, dwelling in the newe | Rents 1596.” Paged 1-78; 
Table not paged). Another edition was published in 1605, 
the title-page of which I have also reproduced. The sec- 
tions on engraving in this edition are identical with the 
first, excepting in spelling. 
Messrs. Singer and Strang in their Bibliography (1897) 
mention all four editions referred to above, and also “A 
Booke of Secrets” (1596) hereinafter described. 


TuHeE 


a Tall 


Ray Fewell Houfe of eArt 
pes || and Nature 
gs 1 ; 


Conteining divers rare and proft- 
table Inuentions, together with fin- 
dry new experimentes inthe Art 
of Husbandry, Diftillation, 
and Moulding. 


Faithfully and familiarly fet downe, ac-, WOR 
cording to the Authors owne i Pag f 
by Hugh Platte, of Lincolnes 
Inne Centleman, 


LONDON, 
Printed by Peter Short, dwelling 
on Breadftreat hill, at the figne 


of the Star, and areto be folde 
in Paules Churchyard, 
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ren 


not in the pamphlet. 
It contains two sections on engraving, and one (the 
earliest I know of in English) relating to the printing of 
engravings. I have copied the sections instead of repro- 
ducing them, as they are printed from roman type instead 
of black letter. \ 


HIS book is likewise noted in my Bibliography, but | 


32. How to graue any armes, posies, or other deuise upon an i 
egge shel, & how to through-cut the same, with diuers works 
and fancies, which will seem very strange to such as know not 

the maner of the doing thereof. 


Dippe an egge in suet being molten, first the one halfe, and 
then the other, holding the same betweene your thumbe 
and forefinger when you dippe it, let the same coole in your | 
hand, and beeing colde, with a sharpe bodkin or some other i) 
instrument of iron, worke or graue in the suet what letters or f 
portraiture you wil, taking away the suet clean, & leauing the 
shell bare at the bottom of your worke. Then lay this eg thus P 
engraued in good wine vinegar or strong alliger in a Glasse or 
stone Pottinger, for some sixe or eight houres, or more, or 
lesse, according to the strength and sharpenesse of the } 
Vinegar, then take out the egge, and in water that is blood 
warme dissolue the suet from the egge, then lay your egge to 
coole, and the woorke will appeare to bee grauen in the shell 
of a russet colour. Sapius probatum. And if the egge lie long 
inough in the vinegar after it is so grauen and couered with ; 
suet as before, the letters will appeare vpon the egge it selfe 
being hard sodden, or else if you care not to loose the meate, 
you may picke out the same when the shell is through grauen, , 
and so you shall haue a straunge peece of worke perfourmed. { 
Those two latter conceiptes I learned of late, but I haue not 
prooued them, but in all likelihoode they should seeme to 
bee true. 


4 \, 


44 To graue and inlay colours into Sol, Luna, Mars, or 
Venus, to shew in the nature of an Ammel. 


First couer your mettall with a crust of waxe, and with a 
fine sharpe toole when the same is cold, cut out the shape or 
proportion of what letters or other portraiture you please and 
of some reasonable largenesse, then poure some strong water 
in those emptie places, and when you find them deep inough 
grauen, mingle Orpiment and Masticke melted togither for 
a yellow colour, and Vermillion with Masticke for a red, and 
so of all other colours. Now when your Mastick hath bin 
molten togither with any of the aforesaid colours, let it coole, 
and beat the same into powder, and lay that powder within 
the grauing, & after lay the mettal vpon the fire, til the 
mastick melt, & it will remain fast and firme therein a long 
time. This of a Iew that yet liueth for ought that I know. 


These two sections appear in the first part, and it is 
evident that the etching of plates for printing, or for orna- 
ment, is not considered of sufficient novelty to be included. 

Section 44 is of special importance, as it is the earliest 
reference in English, so far as I know, to the art of Vie//o. 

The book is divided into five parts. The second and 
third have separate title-pages, similar to each other, but 
different from the first, and separate pagination; but the 
fourth and last parts are really continuations of the third, 
excepting that the sections have separate sequences of 
numbers, 

The fourth part consists of forty-four sections, and is 
entitled “The Art of Molding and Casting.” 

All the sections with the exception of 43 relate to casting 
metals, or the preparation of moulds, and articles to be 
reproduced. The excepted section is as follows: 


To print 43. If you would take but the print of any worke, grauen 
acon 2 og either in brasse, wood, or other bodie. First, with a spoonge 


on pape’ lightly wet ouer your paper with fair water (some commend 


Allome water) then make a sable colour with the fume of 
searing wax candle, in a spoon, porringer, &c, to the which 
put a few drops of sallet oyle, or of the extracted oile of 
cloues, temper the same wel together, and put it lightly vppon 
the ingraued patterne with a quilted leather, such as Printers 
vse, then clap the print vppon your paper lightly wet as before, 
and take off the paper, and you shall finde the impression 
very faire, if you do it carefully. Note, that if your pattern be 
of wood, you must lay the same first a pretty while to soke in 
Water, before you lay on your sable vpon it, because the 
wood wil drie vp the colour exceedingly. Note also, that the 
smoke of tallow, maketh a good sable, the smoke of rosen a 
better, but the smoke of wax giueth y® best of al other, and 
thereof is made that excellent veluet blacke, vsed in the art 
of Lymming. 


This is the earliest reference I have discovered, in English, 
describing the art of printing on paper from engraved 
surfaces. 

A second edition of this book was published in 1653. 


A 


BOOKE OF SECRETS: 


Shewing diuers waies to makeand prepare all 


(o2ts of Jnke, and Colours as Blacke, nbite, 
Bletv, Greene, Red, Pellow, andother Colours, 
AMoto mite with Gold and Dilucr, o2 any kind of MPertatl 
out ofthe Jen: with many other profitable fecests, 
gto colour Dnils and Parchment of 
any colours andto grane with 
trong Mater in Steele 
and Sron, 


Neceffarie to be knowne of all Scriueners, Painters, 
and others that delightiq fuch Arts. Tranflated out of 
Dutch into Englith,by 7, P, 


Hereunto is annexed alittle Treatife, 


intituled , FuStructions for ordering of Wines: 


Shewing how to make Wine, . That it may continue 
» good and faint nor, Neither become fower,nos loofe colour, And 
how you may remedic faint Wirre, take away the hoari- 
nefle,with other inftruétions for the pre- 
feruation of the fame, 


Written firfk in Italian, and now newly tranflated 
into Englifh, by W.P. 


{QE 


LONDON, 


Printed by Adam Iflip for Edward 


White, and are to be fold at his fhop 


atthe little North dore of Pouls, 
at the figne of the Gun, 
. ¥ Pe j 9 6 ° 


Howto grauein yronandfteel, or in other 
mettals with ftrong water. 


D248 much as that man in this our 
Fees uaney astons exvep is out 


Manner of arts, Fase eget neg 


sap atmnet the placets, 
een licth,thefoonet it totl eat m, and tohen 
tHisdzic,take away the pouder,, andinake the 
platecleane 
arian sy Ser ote ecenthh mg fe 
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Salarmoniack, 


: ABooke of Secrets. 
Salarmoniack,grind it togither bpd a ftone tolth 
prine,andlap itonasaforctaid , butlap it cold 
bpon the place vobere pougraue, and fetitins 
felice four.o2 fiue hourcs, ) 


Anotherway to grave with water. 

Cake derdigreece, Percurie,fublimated bie- 
triall, alum, ofthe one as much as theother, 
beat them allte powder, put theminto 4 glafic, 
pbs peg fo halfa Dap, e fir itoften San, 

¢, of 
cad with lunteed tte, and tozite wit that you 


pan,ciet itfandonthefire, ehold the pion og 

tccl over the pan, pourethe hotctwater bpon tt 

Lith afpoon, ee 
7 i 


ABooke of Secrets. 
tolich Doc fog the face of quarter of anhoute, 4 
then rub it off north afbes o2 infleact lime, but be y 
fare that the places pou woul cat into be all toell 
couctedD withredDlead, 
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HIS was long supposed to be the earliest book in 
English with chapters or sections on engraving. 
Maberly was the first to mention it in 1844, in the Biblio- 
graphy appearing in Zhe Print Collector, but he gives the 
date as 1599 instead of 1596. The reference is as follows: 


The earliest book which is met with, in the English lan- 
guage, professing to treat of the art of engraving, is that which 
has been already alluded to, in page 137. It is entitled A 
Book of Secrets &c. &c.; also to grave with strong water on 
steel and iron, translated out of Dutch, by W. P.—Adam Islip, 
1599. It is a small quarto. 


The allusion on page 137 is as follows: 


We are not aware that there is any proof of this, [that some 
of Albrecht Diirer’s prints are from plates of iron or steel, 
rather than copper] or that it is more than conjecture, arising 
from a certain peculiar appearance in the prints, as to which 
the supposition applies; but, it may be remarked, that there 
was published, in 1599, in London, a book, translated from 
the Dutch, which, therefore, was probably of some years’ 
earlier date, which treats of the method of graving with strong 
water on steel and tron, a title which seems to infer, not only 
that steel and iron plates were used for engraving, but that 
the art of etching, invented in the same century, was confined 
to those metals, and not as yet practised on copper. 


Messrs. Singer and Strang mention it in their Biblio- 
graphy, and so do others. 

The ornament is in my copy, and so far as I know is 
unique. 

The copy in the Bodleian Library is not in good condi- 
tion, and in the British Museum copy the date on the title- 
page is cut into. 


— — ~ 


These are the only books I know of in English relating 
to engraving published in the sixteenth century. They 
were followed by a long series of similar books, of more or 
less importance, until they were merged in encyclopaedias 
and works of that character. 


FIRST ILLUSTRATION IN AN ENGLISH 
BOOK OF AN ENGRAVING 
INSTRUMENT 


HE first illustration in an English book of an en- 

graving instrument is the following, which appeared 
in The Mysteryes of Natvre and Art, by J[ohn] B{ate], 
London, 1634. 


It also appears in the editions of 1635 and 1654, but sixty . 
years prior to the first issue of this book, the illustration of 
Der Formschneider at work, by Jost Amman, appeared in 
De Omnibus Illiberalibuvs sive Mechanicis Artibus . . 
Francofvrti ad Moenvm .. . M. D. LXXIUI, which is the 
earliest known illustration of this character, 
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